, the apical chalcogen atom shows weak interaction to three of the chalcogen atoms from the bridging X2 (X=S, Se) ligands of the neighboured cluster, forming columnar stacks along the c-axis (see Fig. 2 ). The interaction seems to be less pronounced than in the seien compound as indicated by the nearest intercluster S-S distances of 3.130 Â compared to 3.174 Â for the Se-Se distance. We note that a shorter intercluster S-S distance type of 3.026 Â was reported for (NH4)2Mo3Si3 · H2O (see réf. 1). In addition the shortest intracluster S-S distances from the apical sulfur atom to the bridging S2 groups increases slightly from 3.281 Â (mean value) in the ammonium compound to 3.307 Â in the title compound whereas the distance to the terminal S2 groups decreases from 3.504 Â to 3.467 Â. 
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